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Willie Simmons Week 1 Press Conference Quotes 
 
On fall camp… 
“We’ve accomplished what we wanted to get done in training camp, which was really get a complete grasp of 
what we do offensively, defensively, and special teams. But, even more important than that, really just come 
together as a football team. I really wanted to see the guys through 25 tough days of August training camp, 
focus on the little things. Really placing emphasis on the minute things that other people don’t necessarily look 
at: being where I’m supposed to be on time - all the time, prepared and ready to go, eating right, taking care of 
my body, getting ample rest, coming every day with a workman’s attitude to be the very best that I can be. 
Those are the things that we focus on the most during training camp, not necessarily how to run inside zone or 
how to play quarters coverage but, how to grow as a young man, to understand the importance of doing the 
little things right. When we do those little things, the big things take care of themselves.” 
 
On UCF’s intimidation factor… 
“The good thing about it is that a lot of these guys played together before. Many of them were high school 
teammates or rivals in high school. There will be some familiarity on the field Thursday. With that, we’re trying 
to build a program here with a mindset that we’ll play anyone. You know, Central Florida has built their program 
to the level that they are today because they were willing to go play the Power 5 schools when they first started. 
Looking at a team that three, four, years ago didn’t win a game in a regular season and from that point they 
built themselves to become a nationally ranked preseason team. Again, I think the blueprint that they put is 
very similar to what we’re trying to do here: get these guys to believe in this program, believe in the coaching 
staff, believe in each other, and when you do that I think you can – I have a saying “11 brothers are hard to beat” 
if you believe in that and do that, I think you can compete with anyone. That’s why we’re not intimidated by 
these guys, we understand the magnitude of the game – playing a nationally ranked team. But, luckily, they can 
only put 11 guys on the field, and so can we. The field will still only be 100 yards long and 53 and 1/3 yards 
wide.” 
 
On defensive game plan for UCF playing 2 QB’s with a fast pace… 
“Obviously, communication. That’s the most important aspect of what we do defensively. When we 
communicate well, get everyone lined up - we play really good defense. When we find ourselves in trouble is 
‘cause we didn’t communicate, guys aren’t lined up properly, someone gets out of their gap, someone plays the 
wrong coverage. We’re going to be challenged in that regard because this team (UCF) plays with such great 
tempo. They want to really play fast, they want to get a lot of plays in, and they want to make the defense feel 
stressed the entire game. Coach Street, our defensive coordinator, placed a heavy emphasis this week on 
communication. But, that’s what we emphasize all the time. It’ll be a challenge for us obviously, we can get lined 
up, get everyone to net the ball, pursue the ball, we’ll probably have to play a lot of guys because obviously first 
game, adrenaline and then the heat. We’ll try and keep a fresh rotation in there. It’ll be a challenge because if 
you look at last year, no one really slowed these guys down. We need to be opportunistic. When we have the 
opportunity to get our hands on the ball we have to do so, when we get our hands on Wimbush who is a big, 
strong, physical quarterback we’ll have to get him to the ground. We can’t let him break tackles and extend 



plays with his legs. If we can do those things, I think we give ourselves as good a chance against these guys as 
anybody.” 
 
On anxiety with players… 
“I think that’s natural. I think everyone is anxious. We’re anxious to get on the field. Players are anxious to play. 
The fans are anxious to see a college football game. There is a level of anxiety there but it’s a good anxiety, that’s 
not a nervousness, it’s not a fear, it’s just – we’re anxious to finally start this season. Again, these guys have 
been going at it for almost 25 days straight, practicing hard every day in the heat, banging heads and getting 
after it. Now we have the chance to do that against quality competition so, that’s where that anxiety comes in. 
Not necessarily because of the opponent that we’re playing but, just because we’re ready to finally play some 
football against someone not wearing orange and green.” 
 
On injuries… 
“Obviously, injuries are a part of this game and we’ve had the “next man up” mentality. We talked about it when 
we started the first day. Adversity is going to strike this football team at some point in the season and I guess 
you could call it - fortunately or unfortunately,  it has happened for us very early in the form of injuries. That’s 
also something that I want to see: How does this team respond to losing your stating center? To losing your 
starting corner back for the year? To losing possibly your star receiver? Again, seeing how the younger guys, 
some of the transfers that we brought in, the younger guys, how do they respond? Who is going to try and step 
up and try to replace Bryan Crawford, Herman Jackson and Elijah Richardson, those types of guys? I think that’s 
what makes a team special and that’s what I’m looking forward to seeing. Obviously, losing those guys hurts 
because they’re starters for a reason but, that’s where depth becomes an important part. We made such a huge 
emphasis to go out and recruit quality student athletes who can come in right now and compete.” 
 
On depth… 
“We’ve seen them do some good things in training camp. Obviously, that’s a controlled environment, in the 
confines of Bragg Memorial Stadium our own teammates. What an 18-year-old would do in his very first college 
football game, in front of 45 thousand, on the road, will be seen on Thursday. From what these guys have shown, 
they have the talent, the talent is there. Obviously, there’s a lot of other things that go into guys being ready to 
play on that type of stage than just talent. We’ll see how they respond. I think that old saying of “getting the 
cherry popped,” will happen pretty quickly this Thursday. But, I think that will go over well for the rest of the 
season. Playing a game of this magnitude, this early, even if they get beat for a touchdown, or give up a sack, or 
miss a tackle, I think it will give them something to learn from so that once we continue to go through the season 
more, we’ll be ready to go.” 
 
On transfer Calvin Ashley’s eligibility to play this game… 
“That’s the plan. We’re still working through a couple things with him. That’s the plan. If everything works out 
by the time we leave tomorrow, he will play in Thursday’s game.” 
 
On newcomers starting vs being in rotation… 
“Markquese Bell has basically been a starter since he walked on campus. We expect huge things from him this 
year. Kamari Young  has done a phenomenal job coming in. He’s what we thought he would be when we 
evaluated him in high school. He’s a local kid obviously, played high school football right here at Godby High 
School. You know, when we saw him for the first time, we projected him to be a very very good player. Had it 
not been for an unfortunate injury in high school, he probably would’ve had some of those bigger offers at a 
place like UCF even. He’s a very talented young man. We expect a lot out of him this year. Jalen Spady  will get 
a lot of reps this week. Montrell Ford, freshman linebacker, we expect a lot from. Chris Sanders Terrell Jennings. 
You sign these guys in today’s game to play. That old saying “you redshirt them you may not even see them play 
their senior year,” for whatever reason…well we’re going to play them now. 
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On Ryan Stanley… 
“There’s an old saying “you just have to drive the car.” I think Ryan understands that. When he’s gotten himself 
in trouble in the past it’s been because he’s tried to win the game. From that position, we don’t require you to 
win the game. It’s not that we’re saying “don’t lose it”, we’re just saying you don’t have to try to win it. If you 
play within the system, if you make the right checks, if you get the ball out of your hands-on time, if you throw 
it to the right guys, then you will win the game for us. We do have talent around him. That’s the one luxury that 
we do have here is some talented skill players. For him, being a great game manager, being a great leader – 
something bad happens early in the game - the guys are going to look to him to see how he responds. If he gets 
sacked early, if he turns the ball over early (hopefully he doesn’t) but, if we give up an early score…How will he 
respond? His veteran leadership will show on Thursday and that’ll go a long way as to how this team grows and 
matures the rest of the season. More so than making great plays on the field, I think Ryan’s biggest role this year 
will be: how he leads this football team week in, week out, the adversity that we face, the successes that we 
have, how does he stay even keel? Then they will follow his lead.” 
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